In the Claims: 



Please amend the claims as indicated hereafter. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer system for selectively blocking event signals 
assoc i at e d with op e rat i ng syst e ms , comprising: 

an operating system configured to detect an occurrence of an event and to transmit an 
event signal corresponding to said event; and 

a translation system having a first data structure and configured to translate a first set of 
instructions from a program into a second set of instructions and to transmit said second set of 
instructions to said operating system for execution, said first data structure having a first value 
indicating whether said event signal is block e d; and blocked, said first set of instructions 
incompatible with said operating system and said second set of instructions compatible with said 
operating system, said translation system configured to identify, within said first set of instructions, 
a system call for blocking or unblocking said event signal and to update a d e v i c e r e sponsive to a 
syst e m ca l l for updating said first value in said first data structure in response to said system call 
defined by said first set of instructions , said d e vic e translation system configured to receive said 
event signal from said operating system and to transmit , to said program, a signal indicating said 
occurrence of said event in the absence of an indication from said first value that said event signal 
is blocked. 

2-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 1 , wherein said first value is 
defined by a bit associated with a bit vector. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 1 , further comprising a second 
data structure having a second value corresponding with said first value and configured to indicate 
that said d e v i c e translation system received said event signal, and wherein said d e v i c e translation 
system is further configured to transmit said signal indicating said occurrence of said event based 
on said second value. 

8. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 7, wherein said system call is 
configured to instruct said operating system to unblock said event signal. 

9. (Currently Amended) A computer system for selectively blocking event signals 
associat e d with an operating system , comprising: 

an operating system configured to block an event signal if said operating system receives 
a system call for blocking said event signal; 

a first data structure having a p l ural i ty of values, oach of said plura li ty of values value 
indicating whether a corr e sponding said event signal is blocked; and 

a device responsive to said system call cafe for controlling said p l urality of values value in 
said first data structure [[and]] thereby indicating that said event signal is blocked, said device 
responsive to an event signal from said operating system for analyzing on e of said plurality of 
va l u e s corr e spond i ng to sa i d e vent s i gna l value in order to determine whether said event signal is 
blocked, 

wherein said device transmits a signal corresponding to said event signal when said 
device determines that said event signal is not blocked based on said on e of said p l urality of 
valu e s value . 



10. (Canceled) 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 9, wherein said first data 
structure is defined by a bit vector. 



12. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 9. further comprising a second 
data structure having a second plura l ity of valu e s, e ach of sa i d s e cond p l ura l ity of valu e s value 
indicating whether a corresponding b l ock e d said event signal has been received by said device 
while said value of said first data structure indicates that said event signal is blocked . 

13. -14. (Cancelled) 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A method for selectively blocking event signals associated with 
an operating system, comprising the steps of: 

i nt e rc e pt i ng receiving an event signal from said operating system; 

translating a first set of instructions from a program into a second set of instructions, said 
first set of instructions incompatible with said operating system and including a system call for 
blocking said event signal, said second set of instructions compatible with said operating system; 

transmitting said second set of instructions to said operating system for execution; 

indicating that said event signal is blocked in response to said system call; 

determining whether said event signal is blocked subsequent to said int e rcept i ng receiving 
step and based on said indicating step ; and 

delaying, based on said determining step, transmission of transmitt i ng a signal 
corresponding to said event signa l i n th e abs e nce of a d e terminat i on that said signal is blocked 
signal, 
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wherein said translating step comprises the step of omitting said system call from said 
second set of instructions such that said operating system is prevented from blocking said event 
signal based on said first set of instructions . 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving an unblocking system call corresponding to an event associated with said event 

signal; 

determining whether said event occurred prior to said receiving said unblocking system 
call step; and 

transmitting said signal corresponding to said event signal wh e n in response to a 
determination that said event occurred prior to said receiving said unblocking system call step. 

17-23. (Canceled) 

24. (Previously Presented) A method for selectively blocking and unblocking event 
signals associated with operating systems, comprising the steps of: 
receiving a signal from a program application; 

determining if the signal is a blocking or an unblocking system call; translating the signal 
from a form incompatible with said operating system into a form compatible with said operating 
system and if the signal is not a blocking signal or an unblocking signal, sending the translated 
signal to the operating system; 

detecting an occurrence of an event; 

identifying a signal handler in response to said detecting step; 

determining, in response to said identifying step, that an operating system is enabled to 
notify said identified signal handler of said occurrence; 
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transmitting an event signal from said operating system in response to said determining 

step; 

receiving said event signal; 

maintaining a first data value indicative of whether said event signal is blocked; 

analyzing said first data value in response to said receiving said event signal step; 

transmitting a signal indicative of said occurrence of said event to said signal handler, 
based on said analyzing step, if said first data value indicates that said event signal is unblocked 
during said analyzing step; 

updating a second data value, in response to said receiving said event signal step, if said 
first values indicates, during said analyzing step, that said event signal is blocked; 

receiving a request to unblock said event signal; 

updating said first data value in response to said receiving a request to unblock step; and 
transmitting a signal indicative of said occurrence of said event to said signal handler in 
response to said receiving a request to unblock step and based on said second data value. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein said determining that said 
operating system is enabled step is based on whether said operating system has received a 
blocking system call from an application program that is associated with said identified signal 
handler. 
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26. (Currently Amended) A system for selectively blocking event signals associated with 
op e rat i ng syst e ms , comprising: 

an operating system configured to detect an occurrence of an event and to transmit an 
event signal corresponding to said event; and 

a translation system having a first data structure and configured to translate a first set of 
instructions from a program into a second set of instructions and to transmit said second set of 
instructions to said operating system for execution, said first data structure having a first value 
indicating whether said event signal is blocked; and blocked, said first set of instructions 
incompatible with said operating system and said second set of instructions compatible with said 
operating system, said translation system configured to identify, within said first set of instructions, 
a system call for blocking or unblocking said event signal and to update a d e v i c e r e sponsiv e to a 



said d e vic e translation system configured to receive said event signal from said operating system 
and to transmi t, to said program, a signal indicating said occurrence of said event in the absence 
of an indication from said first value that said event signal is blocked, said device further 
configured to store a second value if said first value indicates that said event signal is blocked, 
said second value indicative of said occurrence of said event while said event signal was blocked, 
said device further configured to analyze said second value in response to an unblocking system 
call and transmit a particular signal when said second value indicates said occurrence of said 
event while said event signal was blocked. 




said first value in said first data structure in response to said system call . 



27. (Currently Amended) A system for selectively blocking event signals associated with 
an op e rat i ng syst e m , comprising: 

an operating system configured to detect an occurrence of an event and to transmit an 
event signal corresponding to said event; and 

a translation system having a first data structure and a second data structure, the 
translation system configured to translate a first set of instructions from a program into a second 
set of instructions and transmit said second set of instructions to an operating system, said first 
data structure having a plurality of first values, each of said plurality of values indicating whether a 
corresponding event signal is block e d; a blocked, said second data structure having a plurality of 
second values, each of said plurality of second values corresponding to each of said plurality of 
first values, each of said second values indicating whether an event signal was received while said 
first value corresponding to said second value indicated that said event signal was block e d; and a 
d e v i ce blocked, said translation system responsive to system calls for controlling said plurality of 
first values in said first data structure and responsive to an event signal from said operating 
system for analyzing one of said plurality of first values corresponding to said event signal in order 
to determine whether said event signal is blocked, 

wherein said device translation system transmits a signal corresponding to said event 
signal when said device translation system determines that said event signal is not blocked based 
on said one of said plurality of values and said d e v i c e translation system transmits another signal 
corresponding to said event signal, in response to an unblocking system call, when said devic e 
translation system determines that said event signal was blocked based upon said one of said 
plurality of second values. 



28. (Currently Amended) A method for selectively blocking event signals associated with 
an op e rating system , comprising the steps of: 

int e rc e pt i ng receiving an event signal from said an operating system , said operating 
system configured to block an event signal if said operating system receives a system call for 
blocking said event signal ; 

indicating that said event signal is blocked in response to said system call: 

discarding said system call without transmitting said system call to said operating system 
thereby preventing said operating system from blocking said event signal: 

determining whether said event signal is blocked subsequent to said int e rc e pt i ng receiving 
step; and 

transmitting a signal corresponding to said event signal in th e abs e nc e of a d e t e rminat i on 

s e tt i ng a va l ue ind i cat i v e of i nt e rcepting said event signal if said e vent signal i s b l ockod; 

transmitting anoth e r s i gna l , i n r e spons e to an unb l ocking syst e m ca ll from said operating 
syst e m, if sa i d valu e i ndicat e s that sa i d e vent signa l was blocked based on said determining step . 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein said system call is for blocking said event 
signal, and wherein said translation system is further configured to omit said system call from said 
second set of instructions such that said operating system does not block said event signal based 
on said first set of instructions. 
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31 . (New) The system of claim 1 , wherein said system call is for blocking said event 
signal, wherein said operating system is configured to block said event signal if said operating 
system receives said system call, and wherein said translation system is configured to define said 
second set of instructions such that said system call is not transmitted to said operating system. 

32. (New) The computer system of claim 9, wherein said device is further configured to 
discard said system call such that said operating system is prevented from blocking said event 
signal based on said system call. 

33. (New) The computer system of claim 9, wherein said device is configured to translate 
a first set of instructions from a program into a second set of instructions and to transmit said 
second set of instructions to said operating system for execution, said first set of instruction 
incompatible with said operating system and second set of instructions compatible with said 
operating system, wherein said first set of instructions includes an instruction defining said system 
call. 

34. (New) The method of claim 28, further comprising the step of setting a value 
indicative of said receiving step if said event signal is determined to be blocked in said 
determining step. 



